BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
which provides this material and the shipping which
supplies it with its raw materials, etc.) will play an even
more important role than they played in the World
War. In a war of machinery Great Britain's chief
strength will lie more than ever before in her powerful
industries and in her ability to purchase raw materials
and war materials abroad, and to pay for them. Thus,
she is not only threatened to a greater extent than
before, but the chief objects threatened are more
important than ever before for the prosecution of a war.
Great Britain's defence is also made more difficult
owing to certain political changes which have taken
place since the World War.
An investigation of the political situation will bring
us a step nearer to the concrete strategic problems
which face her to-day. The theoretical deterioration
of her strategic situation which we have discussed above
must remain unimportant so long as there is no
potential enemy in sight who could take advantage
of it.
Where have the decisive changes taken place?
Italy, which was firmly neutral in 1914 and which
later even became Great Britain's ally, has developed
in recent years from a friend into a rival. The value
of the Anglo-Italian Treaty of Friendship signed in
1938 still remains problematical. It might prove to
be the beginning of a new era of Anglo-Italian friend-
ship, but it might prove to be no more than a postpone-
ment of a settlement of accounts. In any case, one
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